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(54) EDGE AREA DETECTING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To exactly detect an edge by changing a threshold value for 
detecting an edge area corresponding to statistical feature amounts of 
picture elements inside a mask area and a feature amount of a noticed 
picture element. 

CONSTITUTION: A pixel signal DD0 of a source image is inputted to a 
filtering processing part DP7 f high-pass filter, band pass filter or low- 
pass filter processing is performed, and an output signal DD7 provided 
as a result is inputted to a mask area setting processing part DP8. In 
this case, the prescribed mask area is set, and a rough feature amount 
DD8 is calculated from the inside of the set mask area. At a threshold 
value deciding processing part DP9, a threshold value DD9 is calculated 
corresponding to a signal DD5 (local feature amount) showing edge 
intensity outputted from an adder DPS and a threshold value function F 
() with the rough feature amount DD8 outputted from the mask area 
setting processing part DP8 as parameters. 
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